


Last Friday evening at the Bob Rauschenberg Gallery, Fort Myers, Florida, Netherlands 
multi disciplinary artist Jaap BLONK was in concert and performed spoken-word and 
sound poetry. It was an extraordinary concert from an elder and master of DADA.


BLONK performed “Lament For The Dead” a 1915 spoken-word sound poem by Hugo 
Ball form WW1. BLONK explained that Ball believed propaganda and war had polluted 
language to the extent language was useless for writing poetry against the madness of 
war and for establishing peace.


 During the horrors of WW1 anti war artists and poets like Hugo Ball founded the 
international art group DADA and made abstract languages and new conceptual arts in 
an attempt to end war.


Afterwards in speaking with Bob Rauschenberg Director Jade Dellinger I told him I was 
profoundly moved by BLONK’s reading of “ Lament For The Dead”. Jade told me he 
too had been greatly moved almost to tears. 


Director Dellinger’s academic culture direction is unique in the USA and in contrast to 
the rest of academia, from culture comes governance. 


10/27/2023 I feel in the unspoken Curation of Director Dellinger this performance by 
Jaap  BLONK of DADAist Hugo Ball’s spoken-word sound poetry “Lament For The 
Dead” marked the restart of the PEACE MOVEMENT. 


Even after WW1 human language had not brought about world peace so a new 
language of the computer was devised and conceptualized by artists such as Robert 
Rauschenberg for our government and governance


In 1979 the “hippy” peace and environmental movement was culturally and 
academically ended by our government with the help of Robert Rauschenberg and 
Fluxus (post WW2  DADA) artists and for a test of our democracy by producing 
tensions for civil war and by computers and artificial intelligence, race and gender and 
flu pandemic. This culture was pioneered here. 


The roll out of the computer was to impose a one world of peace in part by limiting our 
individual civil rights and Pursuit of Happiness - the philosophy of personal freedom 
that makes the USA unique in the world.  Computer handicap would be ignored - 
recognition of civil rights for computer equality and disability would mean publicly 
working to make whole what was intended to be broken and break us up.


The relative calm in Fort Myers belies our City of Fort Myers’ unique opportunity for 
forging peace for the USA and through understanding our unique relationship to 
academia and it’s governance and the path of peace established in the Curation of the 
Jade Dellinger of the City of Fort Myers, Florida. 

The Robert Rauschenberg conceptual legacy is here and to help  the City of Fort Myers 
lead a new Enlightenment and establish peace and sustainability for human
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